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New World Cup Guidelines
Work has been going on through the
winter to update and expand the World
Cup Guidelines, which provide a wealth
of good advice and information about
everything that has to be thought about
and considered when staging a World
Cup event. The Guidelines now include
cross-references to the relevant IOF
Competition Rules. The section on timing
has been re-written to take account of
new technological developments, and
there is a new section concerning
doping. Also included now are important
reference items such as discipline
descriptions and the Leibnitz Convention.

The new Guidelines will be available
shortly — downloadable from the IOF
website www.orienteering.org.

Help us Collect the

Best in Expertise

EEC has decided to create a collection of
good examples and experiences from
senior elite events and make them
available as a document to supplement
the World Cup Guidelines. Specific
aspects of event organisation, arena

layouts, facilities for runners, the media
and spectators etc. will be included,
large and small.

Contributions to the collection are
welcomed; send an e-mail to Clive Allen,
jcallen@tiscali.dk, with details of the
event and date and the particular feature
which you feel was particularly
noteworthy. Photos and diagrams should
be attached where these help to
illustrate the feature. Material on paper
can be sent to EEC via the IOF
Secretariat.

WOC and World Cup

Programme News

Whilst the elite orienteering world is now
focussing on this year's World
Championships in Sweden in September
and the World Cup events — in Denmark
in mid-July (incorporating the European
Championships) and the World Cup
Finals in Germany in late October —
planning for the World Championships
and World Cup races in 2005 and 2006
is well under way.

A reminder of the programme for the
next two years:

2005

World Cup, Great Britain, 1-8 May
World Games, Germany, mid-July
WOC in Japan, 9-15 August

World Cup Finals, Italy, 1-6 October

2006

World Cup/European Championships,
Estonia, early in May

WOC in Denmark, the first week in
August

World Cup Finals, France, the first week
in October

Three nations have applied to IOF to
host the 2008 World Championships:
Czech Republic, France and Hungary.
The same three nations, with the
addition of Norway, have applied to host
the 2009 Championships. Applications
have also been received to hold World
Cup races in 2007.
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World Cup Entries —

Denmark, July

Each Federation may enter up to 6
women and 6 men in each individual
competition in the World Cup (IOF Rule
6.8) and up to 2 women’s and 2 men’s
teams in each relay competition (Rule
6.9). So at the World Cup/European
Championships in July, where
competitions in all disciplines will be
held, a nation’s team could theoretically
consist of 24 women and 24 men, each
person running in just one competition.
The statement on entries in Bulletin 2 for
this event is incorrect; a correct
statement will be included in Bulletin 3.

WOC 2006 —

Embargoed Areas

The organisers of WOC 2006 (Denmark)
have recently circulated a revised list of
embargoed areas for the
Championships. A number of areas have
been removed from the list and there are
4 new areas. Full details can be found on
the WOC 2006 website,
www.woc2006.dk.

Focus on High Quality

The EEC Activity Plan for 2004 is
focussed on consolidation and ensuring
a high quality of the senior elite events
which EEC is responsible for — World
Championships, the World Cup and the
World Games along with World Ranking
Events. Rather than experimenting with
new race formats and organisational
methods, the emphasis is on organising
all aspects of the events at as high a
quality as possible. To this end, work is
progressing on improving the training of
IOF Event Advisers (see below) and
getting consistently good web coverage
of major events, to go with the improved
event Guidelines referred to above.

Event Advisers

A joint meeting was held recently
between EEC and the Foot Orienteering
and Rules Commissions at which event
advising was the main item on the
agenda. It was decided that the role of a
Senior Event Adviser (SEA) needs closer

definition, and work on this is now under
way. A seminar for SEA’s, open to all,
will be held at the World Championships
venue on 17" September. The special
demands and course planning of the
WOC 2004 Sprint Final, timekeeping
issues, WOC 2004 arrangements for
media and spectators, and organisation
of a team leaders’ meeting are currently
planned as 4 of the items in the seminar
programme.

Events Programme Group
Here is a short status report from Frauke
Schmitt Gran on the work of the Events
Programme Group:

The return flow of the questionnaires
was good: 29 Federations, and 61
runners and coaches from 23 different
countries, answered their respective
guestionnaires. In total, opinions from 35
nations have been received.

Concentrating on events for the junior
and senior world elite, the main results
from the evaluation of the questionnaires
are:

Federations:

- WG: Strong support, only a few
reservations.

- WOC: annual WOC is favoured by
most federations, but it has increased
the costs for both federations and
athletes.

- JWOC: High level of overall satisfaction
with the current format and conduct of
JWOC.

- WCup: Less than half the federations
are satisfied with the change from bi-
annual to annual WCup, the main
concern being costs. On the positive
side: there are increased opportunities
for athletes to experience high
international competition.

- ROC: There is strong agreement (25 of
29) for the (continued) development of
ROCs.

- Financial support of elite teams by
federation: Support for WOC and JWOC
as far as possible (e.g. all paying event
fees, half supporting a training camp).
However, some nations are unable to


http://www.woc2006.dk/

provide financial support for travel and/or
accommodation. Less support for WCup
and ROC.

- Event hosting - bidding for world
events: JWOC is clearly the more likely
event for which federations are likely to
bid, with the least likely event being
WOC. In between lies WCup.

Runners and Coaches:

- Today's programme is not financially
viable for the majority of runners and
coaches.

- WOC has top preference, then comes
nothing, then WG, WCup and ROC
evenly.

- ROC may replace WCup for
Europeans, but not for non-Europeans.
And, the question remains:

What events should be offered to non-
Europeans, beyond WOC, to keep the
programme "world-wide"?

Abbreviations:

WOC = World Orienteering
Championships

ROC = Regional Orienteering
Championships, e.g. European
Championships

WCup = World Cup

WG = World Games

At the IOF Meeting in Helsinki in January
2004, the results from the questionnaires
were presented to the participants (IOF
Council and members of all
Commissions). Suggestions for a new
world event programme were discussed
for one hour in small working groups
composed of members of different
commissions.

The results from these discussions were
presented in plenum, and the EP Group
will consider these suggestions. A draft
proposal will be circulated to Federations
and also to the EEC Reference Group
for comments before it is presented to
IOF Council in the middle of May 2004.

If YOU want to give your suggestions,
ideas or comments, please feel free to
contact frauke@halden.net.

Next EEC Meeting
EEC meets next in Roskilde, Denmark
on 15™ July 2004.
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